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set by Fujiwara no Yoshifusa * celebrated the rites of the
season at his own palace. On the seventh day a White
Horse was presented to the Grand Minister with exactly the
same ceremonies as to the Emperor at Court; indeed, in
many respects the festivities arranged by Genji exceeded
in their magnificence anything that had ever been seen on
such occasions save at the Palace itself. Towards the end
of the second month came the Imperial Visit to the ex-
Emperor Suzaku. It was too early for the blossoms to be
quite at their best, but immediately afterwards came the
* month of fasting' in memory of the Emperor's mother, so
the Visit could not be postponed. Fortunately the cherry
blossom was unusually early this year and in Suzaku's
gardens it already made a delightful show. A tremen-
dous cleaning and polishing was set afoot at his palace
in preparation for the Emperor's arrival; and meanwhile
the noblemen and princes who were to accompany his
Majesty thought of nothing but their new clothes. They
had been ordered to wear dove-grey lined with pale green ;
the Emperor himself was to be dressed all in crimson. By
special command Genji was also in attendance on the day of
the Visit, and he too wore red; so that frequently during
the day the figure of the Emperor seemed to merge into that
of his Minister, and it was as though the two of them formed
but one crimson giant. Every one present had taken
unusual pains with his appearance, and their host, the ex-
Emperor, who had grown into a far better-looking man than
at one time seemed possible, evidently took much more
interest in such matters than before, and was himself
magnificently apparelled.

Professional poets had not been summoned for the occa-
sion, but only some ten scholars from the College who had
the reputation of being able to turn out good verses.
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